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Centro Sales Centre
Penner & Associates Interior Design

Walking by the Centro Sales Centre, it’s hard not to be drawn inside. From the 
street, passerbys catch more than a glimpse of the display suite; large, expansive 
glass windows provide a wide-eyed view.

Upon entry, condo buyers find themselves face-to-face with the project model, 
which, according to Robin McIntosh of Penner & Associates Interior Design Inc., is 
located at the center of concentric circles engraved into carpet tile to reinforce the 
project’s convenient proximity to downtown Richmond, B.C. However, it’s what’s 
slated to be inside the new multi-family tower and townhouse complex that’s really 
grabbing people’s attention. 

Designed by director of practice Shelley Penner and McIntosh who is the director 
of design, the model suite showcases the new building’s living quarters, available in 
two different colour schemes. The first, which is found in the presentation centre, is 
a combination of warm and cool tones in both matte and glossy finishes. Conveying 
a modern, urban feel, the colour scheme provides a neutral backdrop for display 
boards, 3D renderings and graphics necessary to market the residential component 
of Rize Alliance’s project. Drawn from the promotional materials and laminated 
glazing on the future tower, blue and green colour accents ‘pop’ the space.  

Constructed in two parts and linked by an enclosed bridge (symbolic of the 
bridges connecting Richmond to the rest of the Lower Mainland), the stand-alone 
structure also houses a sales centre with solid maple reception desk, restroom, 
two closing rooms and a storage area concealed by a sliding wall panel with super 
graphic.

Project highlights include the extensive use of sustainable design features, such 
as energy efficient appliances and lighting, modular carpet containing recycled 
content, water efficient fixtures and dual flush toilet, PVC-free window roller 
shades, VOC-free paints, low-VOC finishes and adhesives and medium density 
fibreboard with no added urea formaldehyde.

Client Rize Alliance
Location Richmond, B.C.
Design Team Shelley Penner, Robin McIntosh
Square Footage 1,950
Project Completion February 2007
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Client Sharon Bortolotto
Location Vancouver, B.C.
Design Team Sharon Bortolotto
Square Footage 1,050
Project Completion July 2006

Sharon Bortolotto has built a solid reputation on impressing clients and has 
received numerous industry awards in recognition of her efforts. However, the 
principal of BBA Design Consultants Inc. never expected to win an IDIBC award for 
a project that hit so close to home, both literally and figuratively.

Hopefully this project will show people they can maximize space in a small 
residence without sacrificing the benefits traditionally attached to larger homes, 
says Bortolotto who, due to personal reasons, swapped her long-time spacious 
abode for a one-bedroom loft.

Living in significantly smaller quarters was going to be an adjustment but the 
major challenge was converting the space to comfortably accommodate two, 
she adds.

Sharing the space with her son, Bortolotto removed the walk-in closet on the 
upper level and installed a set of sliding glass doors to create a “separate” master 
and spare bedroom. The latter, which doubles as “flex” or workspace when not in 
use, contains a raised built-in bed, allowing Bortolotto and her son to take in the 
commanding view of the North Shore mountains.

To address the need for closet and storage space without creating clutter, 
custom millwork can be found on both the upper and lower levels.

Walking up the stairs, there’s an entire wall of built-in, white lacquered closets, 
which creates a very clean and crisp look, she says. 

Described as bold contemporary, Bortolotto used a palette of earth tones, 
including red, and dark stained alder wood throughout to warm the 1,050-square-
foot dwelling.

Although heated, the concrete floors give the space quite a hard-edged industrial 
feel, she says.

Though the lower level, encased in double height windows, receives an 
abundance of natural light.

silver Residential

Private Residence at ROAR
BBA Design Consultants
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